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'M.Pim's Speech , 
Deliverdata Conference betyyitt 


both Houſes , . concerning divers Þ gtatdons >, 
preſented ro the Houſe of Co MMoYS 3; Þ? 
Hee being appoynted to 'manage that : | 
Conference. Ianu. XX V. (49) 
MDCXLI. - 


= Am commanded by the K nights, Citizens and Burgeſſts 
= aſſcmbled for the Commons 1n Parkament, to preſent to 
your Loraſvip: divers Petitions, which they have received 
fromfeverall parts concerning the'State of the * ingdons: 
whereunto tbey arechicfly moved by that Conſtant aff 6 


FPG ion, which they have always cxpreſt, of maintaining a 
firme'Vnion and good: {orrefpondence with your Lord/hips ; wht they 
haveever found much advantage, and contentment; but never held it | 
more unpartant.and neceffary, than at this time, wherein the #5/dowe 
and Reſolution of Parliament, have as many great Dangers and Diffical- 
ties to paſſe through, asever heretofore, | 

We are Vrited inthe publique truit, which is derived from the Com- 
#om-wealth in the common Duty and Obligation whereby God doth bind 
us to the diſcharge of that trult : and the (:mmons de:ire ro impart to 
your Lord/vips whatſoever Tuformation. or jmtellivence , 'wintiocever [n- 
couragement or Aſſiſtance they have received trom thoſe ſeverall (ounces, 
which they repreſeat, that ſo likewiſe we may be Vnitedin the ſame /x- 
zentions and Endeavoars of improving all to the tervice of his Majeſty, 
and the common good of the Kin; dome. 

The Petitions which I am directed to cointmunicate to your Lordſips, 
are foure : from London, Mialeſex, Effex and Hertferaſure We have re- 
ccived many more,but it would tak- u'> too much time, and be too great 
a trouble to peruſ: all; and, in thoſe foure, you may perceive the Efedt 
and Sex/e of all. Firſt, I am to deſire your Lora/vips to heare them read, 
and then I ſhall perſae my /ftrivftroxs 1n propounding ſoine-Obſeruare- 
ens out of them, , a: vel 
als A 


- ow. | 


__ _ > a-_ 
The Petitions being read byfoure [everall Members of the 
Houſe, M'. Þ 1 m1 reaſſured his Diſcourſe. 


CM) Lords, 
PANCREN theſe foure Petitions you may heare the voyce or rather 
o the cry-of all England, and'you cannot wonder if the ur- 
I | [2d gency,the extremity of the condition wherein we arc,do 
IJ] - produce ſome-earneſtnes and vehemency of expreſſion 
ge more than ordinary; the agony, terror, and perplexity in 
which the Kingdern labours,is univerſall,all parts are at- 
ted withit; and therefore 11 theſe you may obſerve the groanes and 
miſcrable complaints of all. 

Divers reaſons may be given why thoſe diſeaſes which are Epidemi- 
call are more dangerous than others. The Cauſe of ſuch diſcaſes is univer- 
fall and ſupernall, not from an evill conſtitution, or evilldict, or any-o- 
ther accident: and ſuch cauſes work with more vigour and etticacy,than 
thoſe which are particular and inferior. 2.1n fach diſeaſes there is a com- 
municative quality, whereby themalignity of them is multiplied and en- 
forced; 3. They have a converting, transforming power that turns other 
diſcaſes and cvill affections of mens bodics into their own nature. 

The common and epidemical diſcaſe wherein this Commonwealth lics 
now gaſping, hath a ſaperior and univerfall cauſe from theevill Counſels 
and dclignes of thoſe, who under his Majeſty beare the greateſt ſway in 
Government, 2. It hath a contagious and inſeAious quality, whereby it 
is diffuſed and diſperſed through all parts of the Kingdom, 3. It 13 aptto 
take in the difſcontents,cvill aff:Rions and defignes of particular perſons 
to increaſe and fortific it ſelfe. 

I ſhall take occaſion from ſeverall branches of thoſe Petitions which 
your Lordihips have heard,to obſerve. 

! 1 The varjety of Dangers to which this Kingdom is now ſubjeR. 

2 The manifold diſtempers which is the cauſz of thoſe dangers. 

3.The multiplicity of thoſe cvill Influences which arc the Cauſes of 
that diſtemprr, 

The firſt danzer is from enemies abroad; this may ſeema cauſzles and 
impertinent obſervation at this time,ſeeing we are in peace with all Na- 
tions about us : But (my Lords) you may be pleaſed to conſider that the 
lafety of the Kingdom onght not to depend upon the will and diſpolitt- 
on ofourNeighbours,but upon our own ſtrength and proviſion; betwixt 
States there are often ſudden changes, from peace to war, according to 
occaſion & advantage. All the States of Chriſtendom are at now arm'd, 
ind we have nd reafou to belceye but that thoke of greateſt power have 
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an cvill Eye upon us in reſpeRof our Refigion: And if their private dif 

ferences ſhould be copoſed,how dangerouſly, how ſpeedily might thoſe” 

- great Armies and other preparations now ready,be applicd to ſome En- 
terpriſe and Attempt againſt us ? and if there were no other Cauſe,” this 
were ſufficient to make us and upon our Guard ; Lut there are divers 
more eſpecially ſymptomcs of dangers of this kind. 

| We may perceive by ſeverall Advertiſements from abroad, that they 
did forckee our dangers many Months before they broke out; they could 
foretell the time ard Manner of them, which is a cleare evidence , they 
held Intelligence with thoſe which were theContrivers and workers of 
the preſent troubles. | 

We have many dangerous Traytors and Fugitives now in other parts 
who can diſcover the weaknes and diſtemper of the Kingdom; who hold 
Intelligence with the ill-affeRted party here,and by all cunning and ſubt- 
lc praRiſes endeavor to incite and provoke other Princes againſt us, 

Some of the Miniſters of our neigh bour Princes may bee juſtly ſuſpe- 
ed to have had a more immediate hand and operation in the Infarre- 
&ion and Rebellion of Ireland, many of the Commanders and moſt of 
the Souldiers levied for the ſervice of Speine, are now joyned with the 
Rebels there : and thoſe 1ri Friars, which were imployed by the Spa» 
niſh Ambaſſadour for the making of thoſe levies, arc kuowne to have 
been chit Incendiaries to this Rebellion,and are {till very aRive in the 
proſecution and incouragement of it. ; 

The Rebels have a reay and ſpeedy ſupply from ſome of our oe of 
bours. Two Convoyes of Munitio!) and Armes weare certainly infor- 
med of: one,from Dankirke, the other, from Nantes in Briza” y:and cer» 
taii.ly thoſe that are ſo forward to enable others to hurt us, will not for» 
bear to hurt us themſelve, afſoon as they ſhall have means and opportu- 
nity todo it, 

Another danger is from the Papiſts and ill-af.te4 Party at home, The 
Papiſts here,are ated by the ſame principles, with thoſe 11 /re/and4;many 
ot the moſt ative of chem have lately been there; which argues an inter- 
courſe and communication of councels, They have ſtill ſtore of Arms and 
Munition at their diſpoſing, notwithſtanding all our endeavours to dif- 
arm them,they have a free reſort tothe City and tothe Court,they want 
no oportunitics toconſult together; they have the ſame or greater incou» 
ragem:nts from above, and from about them,than e: erin reſpe& of the 
examyle and fucceſſ: ofthe Rebels in Ireland, and the great conſuſions & 
diviſions, which by their cunning and ſubtile praQtites, are railed and fo- 
mented among(t our ſ:lves at home.” 

3 Athird Danger is of Tumults and Inſa;retions of the meaner = 
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of : ple 1 by teifbn of their ill vent of Cloth and othor MannfaQures, 
whereby great multirudes ate fet on work, who live for the moſt upon 


their dayly gettings, and will in a very ſhort time be-brought to great 
extremity, if not imployed : Nothing is more ſharp and preſſing than 
necellity and want ; what they cannot buy they will take, and from 
them the like neceſſity will quickly bee derived to the Farmours and 
- rpr rn - and ſo, grow higher,and involve all in an equality of tnt- 

y and diſtreſſe,if it be not prevented. And at this time fuch Tumults 
will be dangerous, becauſe the Kingdom is full of disbanded Souldiers, 
and Officers, which will be ready to head and to animate the Multitude 
to commit violence with more ({trength and advantage :. and if they 
once grow intoa Body, it will be much more difficult to reduce them 
into order again, caſe neceſſity and want, which arc the cauſes of this 
diſturbance, will till increafe as the eff:&s do increaſe. 

_ A fourth Danger is from the Rebels in /re{and, not only in reſpeR of 
that Kingddm, but in reſpe& of this, They have ſeized upon the Body of 
that Kingdum already, they abound in men of very able bodics,they in- 
creaſe in Arines and Munition, they have great hopes of ſupplics from 
abroag, of incouragemeat here, and arc fare of good intertaininent from 
the Popifh party, fo that they begin to ſpeak already of the tranſporting 
themſelves hither,and making this Kingdom the ſeat of the war. 

The Diſtemper which hath produced theſe dangers is various and ex- 
cceding violkent, Whenſeever nature is hindred in her proper operations 
and facultics,diſtempers will neceſflirily follow. 

 Theobſtruftions which have brought us into this diſtemper,a'e very 

- many , fo that wee cannot wonder at the ſtrength and malignity of it. 
Some ol the | 2it otheſs obſtructions, I thall endeavour to remember. 
1.The obſtruion ot Reformation in matters of Religion : no Gric- 
yances are ſharper than thoſe that preſſe upon the tender conſciences of 
men; and there was never Church or State afiicted with more Grie- 
vances of this kind, then we have been, And though they are by the wif- 
dome of this Parliament partly caſed and diminithed, yet many {till re- 
maine : and asloig as the Biſhops and the corrupt part of the C Izargy 
continue in their Power, there will be little hope of Frecdome either 
from the ſ{:nſe of thoſe which continue, or the feare of thoſe wh ch are 
removed. And of this obſtrution, (my Lords) I muſt clear the Commons, 
Wc are in no part guilty of it : ſome good Bils have palt us, and others 
are 1n Preparation, which might have been paſt before this.if we had nor 
found ſuch 1]] ſacceſſe in the other, Whatſovever miſchicte this obſtrution 

. ſhall produce, weare free from it ; we may have our part of the Miſery, 
we can have no part in the guilt or diſhonor, 
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2. AnobſtruRtion in Trade,it is the Trade that brings food and now © 
riſhment to the Kingdome. It is that which preſerves and increaſeth the 
ſtock of the whole,and diſtributes a convenient Portion of maintenance 
to every part'of it ; therefore ſuch an obſtrution as this muſt needs be 
dangerous;the Freedome of Trades being fo neceffary,the benefit fo im- 
portant, as that it gives life, ſtrength, and beauty tothe whole Body of 
the Commone wealth : but I mult proteſt the Howſe of { ommont hath gi- 
ven novcauſe to this obſtruction; we have cal'd Trade of many Burdens, 
and heavy Taxes which are taken off; we have freed it from many hard 
reſtraints by Pattents and Monopolics ; we havebeen willing to part 
with our own Priviledges,to give it Incouragement; we have Laan to 
put the Merchants into Security and confidence in reſpe& of theTowet 
of Lnden, that ſo they might be invited tobring in thzir Bullion to the 
Mint, as heretofore they have done : Jand we are no way guilty of the 
Troubles, the feares, and publike dangers which make men withdraw 
their Stocks,and to keep their mony by them, to be ready for ſuch ſudden 
exigences,as in theſe great ditrations we have toomuch cauſe toexpeR, 

3.Thz obſtruRion in the relicle of /re/and. It mult needs be accompted 
a great ſhame and diſhonour to this Kingdom, that our Neighbors have 
ſhewed themſelves more forward to ſupply the Rebells, then we have 
been to relieve our diſtreſſed brethren and fellow- Subjzeas. But I muſt 

declare that we are altogethzr innocent of any negleR herein. As ſoone 
as the firſt nzwes of the Rebellion came over, we undertooke the War, 
not by way of Supply and Ayde, as1in former Rebellions the SubjeRs 
have uſed ro do, but we undertook the whole charge of it, and we ſafe» 
red not 24 hourcs to paſſ:,before we agreed to a greatl.cavy ofMony and 
Men,to be implaoyed againſt the Rebels,even 1n a larger proportion,therr 
the Lord Tnftices and Counfill th:re did defire ; and from time to time 
we have done all for the furtherance thereof, though in the midſt of ma- 
ny diſtraQions and diverſions, but the want of Commiſſions for leavy- 
ing Men,for iſſuing Armes,an4d divers other impediments, have been the 
Cauſes of that ob;!\ruRtions ; and I wiſh we had not only tound impedi- 
ments to our ſ:lves,but alſo incouragements to them. Many of the chiefe 
Commanders, now in the Head of the Rebells, aſter we had with your 
L orps.concurrence ſtopt the Ports againſt all 775 Papiſts, have been ſuf- 
tered to paſſe by his Majeſties immediate Warrant, much to the diſcou- 
ragement of the Lord Iuſtices and the Counſel there; and,this procured, 
as we belzeve, by ſome ev1ll Inſtruments, too neere his Regall Perſon, 
Withour his Majcltiecs knowledge and intention. 
4 The obſtru&ion in proſecution of Delinquents : many we have al* 


ready brought up to your Lordſhips : divers others we have been diff 
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couraged to tranſmit ; ſuch difficult proceedings have we met withall ; 
fach teerors and diſcountenance have beene caſt upon our ſelves and our 
witneſles; and thoſe who have ſhewed themſelves their friends Patrons, 
have found it the moſt ready way to preferment ; yea his Majeſties own 
hand hath been obtained, his Majeſtics Ships imployed for the tranſpor- 
ting of divers of thoſe who have fled from the juſtice of the Parliament, 

5 Agencrall obltiuRion and interruption of the proceedings of Par- 
liement by thoſe manifold deligns of violence(which throughGods mer. 
cy we have eſcaped ; by the great and frequent breaches of Priviledge; 
by the ſubtile endeavours to raiſe parties in our Houſe, and jcalouſies be- 
twixt the two Houſes. 

6 The obſtru&tion in providing for the defence of the Kingdom, that 
we might be inabled to reſiſt a forrain Enemy, to ſuppreſk all Civill in- 
ſarre&ions: and what a preſſing neceſſity there is of this,the exceeding 
orcat decaycs in the Navy, 1n the Forts, in the power of ordering the 
Militia of the Kingdome, and meanes of furniſhing them Munition, are 
ſafficient evidences, known to none better than to your Lord(hips, an 1 
what endeavour we have uſed to remove them ( but hitherto without 
that fucceſſe and concurrence which we expected : ) and where the ſtop 
hath been,and upon what good grounds we may claime our own inno- 
cency and faithfulnes 1n this, we deſire no other Witneſſes but yourſclves, 

Laſtly,l come to the evil influences which have cauſed this diſtemper, 
and I ſhal con'ent my ſelfe to mention ſome few of thoſe which are moſt 
Apparant and Important, 

x In the firſt place, I ſhall remember the evill Connſels about the 
King, wheicof we have often complained, Dilcaſes of the Braine are 
moſt dahgerous, becauſe from thence Senſe and Mot jon are derived to the 
whoel: Body. The malignity of evill Counſcls will quickly be infuſed in- 
to all parts of the State. None can duubt but we have exceed ingly labou- 
red under moſt dangerous and miſchievous Connfels. This evill influence 


hath been the cauſe of the preparation of War with Scotland,ot the pro- 
Religion, ſuppreflig the Li- 


euring a Rebellion in [ret-nd, of corrnpting 
berty of this Kingdome, and of many fearctull and horrid attempts, to 
the ſubvertingthe very being of Parliament, which was the only hopeful 
means of oppoling and preventing all the reſt: And this doth appcare to 
be a moſt predominant cvill of the Timezwhereat we need not wonder 
when we conſider how Councecllours have been preterred and prepared. 
And I appealcto your Lordſhips own Conſciences, whether the giving, 


and the countcnancing of evill Ccuncell, hath 'not keen almoſt the only 
way to favour and advancement, 


2 The diſcouragement of good Counctll : divers honeſt and appre= 
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Hg ved Councellours have been put from their places : others fo diſcounte» 


mnccd as the way of favour hath been ſhut againſt them, and that of 
danger and deſtru&ion only open to them, 

3 The great Power that an interefſed and faRious party hath in the 
Parliament, by the continuance of the Vores of the Biſhops and Popiſh 
Lords in your Lordihips Houſe ; and the raking in of others both out 
of the Hewuſe of Commons, and otherwiſe,to encreaſe their ſtrength, 

4 The fomenting and cheriſhing of a malignant party thronghout 
the whole Kingdome, 

5 The manitold jealouſies betwixt the King, his Parliament, and 

ood Subjets, whereby hig proteRion and favour hath in a great mea» 
fare been witheld from them : their inclination and reſolution to ſerve 
and aſſiſt him, hath been very much hindered and interrupted : We have 
often ſuffered under the mib interpretation of good aftions,and falſe in- 
portation of evill, which we never intended. So that we may juſtly 
purge our f:lves from all guilt of being Authors of this jealouficand 
miſ-underſtanding : We have been, and arefſti]| ready to ferve his Mas 
jcſty with our lives and fortunes, with much cheerfulneſſe and.carneft- 
neſle oſafeRion, as ever any SnbjeRs were ; and we doubt not but our 
proceedings will ſo manifelt this, that we ſhall be as clearc in the ap- 
prehenſion of the world, as we arc in the teſtimony of our own Con- 
ſciences. 

I am now come to a Concluſion, and I have nothing to propound to 
Your Lordſhips by way of Requeſt or deſire from the Houſe of Com- 
mons : I doubt not but yout judgements wil tell you, what is to be don; 
your Conſciences,yolir Honours, your intereſts will call upon you for 
the doing of it ; the Commons will be glad to have your helpe and con- 
currence in faving of the Kingdome ; but if they (ſhould faile of it, it 
ſhould not diſcourage them.in doing their duty, And whether theKing- 
dome be loſt or ſaved ( as through God's bleſſing I hope it will be ! they 
+ ſhal beſorry that the ſtory of this preſent Parliament ſhould tel Polterity, 
that in ſo great adanger and 'extremity, the How/e of Commons ſhould 
be inforced. to fave the Kingdome alone, and that the Houſe of Peereg 
ſhould have no part in the honor of the preſervation of it, you having ſo 


great an intereſt in the good fucceſſe of thofe endeavours, in reipeR of.. 


your great Eſtates,and high degrees of Nobility, 


FINIS. 


